
How the competition works
High school teams are comprised of four students in grades 9-12. Teams also are permitted to have as many as two 
alternates. At the start of the competition, teams are placed in brackets for preliminary rounds that feature from two 
to four other high schools competing against each other. The high school team winner of each preliminary round of 
competition competes in the finals. Each preliminary competition is organized as follows:

•	 Round One: Personal Finance, each team gets four questions in a round robin format; correct answers-5 pts. each
•	 Round Two: Economics, each gets four questions in a round robin format; correct answers-5 pts. each
•	 Round Three: Lightning Round, open-ended topics that include consumer-related questions, teams compete 

directly against each other in a timed event, correct answers-10 pts each.

The championship round is played the same as the preliminary competitions. Throughout the competition, students 
have the opportunity to win savings bonds and other prizes through random drawings. Lunch is provided for all stu-
dents and school representatives. 

Preparing for the competition
High schools select students to represent their schools. An entry form is sent to the State Treasurer’s Office by April 
2, 2012 that lists the names of the competing students. A teacher or administrative “coach” may request materials 
to assist in preparing the students for the competition. Generally, it is recommended that: teams view the stream-
ing video of a previous competition to get a sense of how the Reserve Cup works; students read the daily financial/
business news to increase their familiarity with financial terms and current events; review the organization names 
and basic purposes and functions of major federal financial agencies such as the U.S. Treasury, U.S. Mint, and FDIC; 
and understand basic personal financial tools. The coach should review with students the basics of a working 
economy that include concepts such as supply and demand, exports and imports, GNP, and the role of credit in a 
global economy. The purpose of the competition is to encourage students to become more knowledgable about the 
subject areas of personal finances, economics, and consumer issues. Students do not need to be experts in these 
fields to compete.

(Story from WCAX-TV web site from May 14, 2010.)


