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Lawmakers thinking green for government buildings 
Initiative announced to make state buildings energy efficient 
 
by Vanessa Misciagna 
 
MONTPELIER, Vt. —Looking down State Street in Montpelier, it's hard to deny the beauty of 
Vermont's government buildings, but what they have in character and history, they lack in energy 
efficiency. 
 
"The state needs to lead by example and not just encourage everyone else to make their own homes 
and businesses more energy efficient, but to show that the state itself is taking the same kinds of 
actions," said George Twigg of Efficiency Vermont.  
 
That's why Governor Peter Shumlin, along with Efficiency Vermont, the Department of Buildings and 
General Services and Treasurer Beth Pearce introduced a joint-effort initiative to make state 
buildings more green.  
 
"This idea came from last legislative session and both the house and senate chairs ask us to take a 
look at this issue," said Pearce.  
 
Vermont spends around $14 million in energy costs every year. The plan would be to invest $8 
million into auditing and weatherizing state buildings, eventually saving between 5 and 10 percent of 
annual energy costs.  
 
Over 10 years, Shumlin said that they hope to raise $17 million from the savings to be invested back 
into the state.  
 
The initiative needs to be voted on this summer for the project to get off the ground.  
 
 


